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“Altogether Lovely” 


By Iida A. Guirey 
Song of Sol. 5:16 


HERE is a Friend far better 
Than any earthly friend— 

One who will never fail us, 

Whose love will never end. 
He carries all our burdens 

And all our need supplies— 
This Friend, His name is Jesus, 

And, oh, He satisfies! 


He is exceeding precious, 
All goodness is in Him; 
In the brightness of His glory 
The things of earth grow dim. 
“He is altogether lovely,” 
His friendship is divine— 
And, oh, what grace, what mercy, 
That I may call Him mine! 


“ 
Pray for the Graham Campaign 


TIMEs readers believe all men need 
Salvation, that Christ is the only Way, 
and they want to see souls saved. God 
is mightily using Billy Graham in the 
saving of souls. Dr. Graham is “a man 
subject to like passions as we are,” be- 
ing tempted by the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil, and assailed by criticism. Dr. 
Graham needs prayer, and for months 
has been asking especially for it in con- 
nection with his New York campaign 
which begins in Madison Square Garden 
on Wednesday, May 15, and will con- 
tinue for at least six weeks (D. V.), no 


closing date having been announced. 
On a prayer card sent out by the Billy 
Graham New York Crusade, Inc. (165 
West 46th Street), are these requests: 
“Every day take time to pray for the 
greatest moving of the Spirit of God the 
New York City area has ever known; 
that Christians all over the world will 
be burdened to pray for revival in New 
York; for Team members and the Com- 
mittees that they will receive wisdom 
for all decisions, and strength for all 
tasks; for the financial needs of the 
Crusade, that funds will be forthcoming 
to meet all expenses; for Billy Graham, 
that God will prepare his heart and 
give him the message for this Crusade.” 
Those who enroll as Prayer Partners 
will receive free the New York Crusade 
News which “will bring complete 
stories in word and picture of every 
phase of this tremendous evangelistic 
endeavor. . Radio, television, and 
special meetings will extend the impact 
of the Crusade to every part of the vast 
metropolitan area.” Dr. Graham says: 
“If we did not believe that individuals 
across the world would be praying for 
us, we would not dare attempt this 
Crusade!” The Payer Reminder also 
says: “Here’s what you can do: pray, 
regularly and specifically, urge your 
friends to enroll as Prayer Partners 
with you; ask your pastor to make the 
Crusade a part of the prayer program 
of your church; write or phone your 


friends in the New York area and urge 
them to attend the Crusade meetings.” 
When the campaign begins, Counselors 
will have been meeting for nine weeks 
in weekly training classes in the New 
York area; and hundreds of prayer 
groups are meeting regularly in New 
York, New Jersey, and _ elsewhere. 
Surely, every true believer snould be 
glad to pray for this great evangelistic 
campaign in America’s largest city. 
Billy Graham uses the _ well-organ- 
ized follow-up system prepared by the 
Navigators for the converts and he 
believes that the Holy Spirit does work 
in the heart of every new-born child of 
God to strengthen him and lead him 
into all truth. Those who will use 
prayer cards themselves or help to or- 
ganize prayer groups should write to 
the campaign headquarters at the ad- 
dress given. News of this campaign 
will be broadcast all over the world, 
for the press and the radio cannot ig- 
nore it. Let us meet with him at the 
Throne of Grace—where he will often 
have to be—asking mercy for him and 
that God may pour out His Spirit so 
that a multitude of souls may be saved 
and backsliders restored. There is no 
question that Billy Graham is preaching 
the true Gospel of salvation through 
the blood of Christ and that he is a 
dedicated, gifted man whom the Holy 
Spirit is mightily using in the work of 
evangelism. 


IV. Calvary at the Exodus 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


vein of Gospel truth concealed in 

Old Testament history when he 
writes, “Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). He thus indicates 
that an underlying Christian signifi- 
cance is to be found in the story of the 
Passover lamb recounted in Exodus 


Tre Apostle Paul opens up a rich 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Faithful is he that calleth yeu, 
who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). 




















that here was an early anticipation of 
Calvary’s sacrifice. Let us recall the 
story and inquire into its message. 

It is a story of a final judgment im- 
pending and a divine deliverance pro- 
vided. Egypt had become a vast theater 
of judgment. God had said to Pharaoh, 
“Let my people go,” only to meet the 
proud ruler’s resistance. Stroke after 
stroke of judgment fell and now the 
final stroke impended. A dreadful night 
lay just ahead. God’s destroying angel 
was about to pass through Egypt and 
the first-born in every Egyptian house- 
hold was to die. None would be spared, 
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none, except the people of God, the Is- 
raelites. And for them special provi- 
sion was being made to insure ‘their 
protection, their exemption from the di- 
vine judgment about to fall. 

This provision for Israel’s exemption 
from judgment is full of meaning for 
us. It is the thing to which the apostle 
refers in speaking of Christ as our pass- 
over sacrificed for us. Those spared 
that night were the blood-sheltered ones. 
There was a death in every home in 
Egypt that night, Egyptian and Israel- 
ite. But in the case of an Israelite 
home it was the death of a substitute, 
not the death of the first-born. 

God had instrucfed Moses to have 
each Hebrew home protected from this 
final judgment under the blood of sac- 
rifice (Exod. 12). Each home was to 
choose a lamb, an unblemished animal; 
for it foreshadowed the Lamb of God, 
the spotless Christ. The lamb was to 
be slain; for it is the death, not the 
life and teaching of our Lord, that de- 
livers sinners from judgment. To Israel 
the promise was made, “When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you” (Exod. 
12:13). It was the blood of the sacri- 
ficed lamb that insured Israel’s peace 
and safety. And it is by the precious 
blood of Christ that sinners are re- 
deemed and enter into the sparing 
mercy of God. 

But the blood of the slain lamb had 
to be applied to each Israelite home, 
sprinkled on the lintel and the two side 
posts with a sprig of hyssop (Exod. 
12:22). Then each member of that 
blood-sheltered household was to re- 
main indoors all through that night of 


judgment. They were to trust this 
promise: “For the Lord will pass 
through to smite the Egyptians; and 


when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, 
and on the two side posts, the Lord will 
pass over the door, and will not suffer 
the destroyer to come in unto your 
houses to smite you” (Exod, 12:23). And 
so it was. The blood applied to each 
house provided a perfect protection. 
In all this lies a threefold message 
for us. First, as a final day of judg- 
ment impended for Egypt in that far- 
away time, so a final judgment lies 
ahead for the human race. Many a dark 
day of judgment has befallen mankind 
in its history, but these are premonitory 
warnings of a final judgment, an ulti- 
mate reckoning with God’s justite for 
our rebel race. God’s Word says, “It 
is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). It 
also says, “It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 
10:31). No person can _ thoughtfully 
view his life and see how far short he 
has fallen of God’s standard of right- 
eousness and face the prospect of meet- 
ing Him in judgment without anxious 
concern. In that state of concern we 
then désire to know if there is any way 
by which mercy can triumph over judg- 
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ment. Thank God, there is. This old 
story of how God’s people were spared 
when final judgment befell Egypt is 
full of meaning for all who want to 
know God’s way of providing sparing 
mercy ‘to sinful men. 

For the people of God a gracious pro- 
tection against His final judgment wrath 
has been provided. Thgt is implied in 
the words, “Christ our passover is sac- 
rificed for us.” This event in Israel's 
history and its annual commemoration 
in the Jewish Passover feast gives a pic- 
ture for all time of God’s way of pro- 
viding mercy for sinners and escape 
from the judgment they deserve. For, 
note well that in this final judgment 
on Egypt special provision was made 
for the sparing of Israel. The Israelites 
did not escape simply because they 
were God’s people. Not even the people 
of God can stand in any righteousness 
of their own when God is Judge, “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom, 3:23)—saint as 
well as sinner. If any man is spared in 
the final judgment it will not be as 
never having sinned, but as a sinner 
saved by divine grace. And how that 
can take place is pictured for us here. 

On the night of the Last Supper, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, with Calvary just 
before Him, gave the wine of the Pass- 
over feast to the disciples, and said, 
“For this is my blood of the new testa- 
ment, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins’ (Matt. 26:28). It was 
at this time He said, “This do in remem- 
brance of me” (Luke 22:19), and so the 
Passover feast of Israel was succeeded 
by the Lord’s Supper of the Christian 
Church, We, too, have a night to be 
observed, that dark night of preternatu- 
ral darkness when the sun veiled its 
face while the Lamb of God bore our 
sins on Calvary’s tree. And what the 
blood of the Passover lamb did for the 
ancient Hebrews in Moses’ day, the 
blood of Christ does for those who take 
shelter beneath it. The blood of the 
Passover lamb protected a people who, 
as sinners, could not stand in that final 
judgment hour. A substitute was pro- 
vided for them and they were spared 
because the lamb had been slain and 
the blood applied for the protection of 
each Hebrew home. And this the blood 
of Christ does for us. For us, too, the 
promise holds true, “When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you.” 

But to have this protection it must be 
appropriated. At the Exodus, just to 
have slain the lamb and put its blood 
in a basin would not have sufficed. The 
blood had to be applied to each house. 
Only then would the promise be ful- 
filled, “When I see the blood, I will 
pass over you.” So, too, with the greater 
redemption. God’s Lamb has been slain, 
Christ has died, but each one must by 
faith apply the shed blood of Christ 
to his own soul. To benefit by Christ’s 
atoning death I must by faith receive 
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Him. But faith is as common, as avail- 
able to each of us as the hyssop weed 
the Hebrews used to apply the blood to 
the lintel and side posts. We exercise 
faith in one another every day in count- 
less ways. Faith is not a great work 
to be done. It has no merit in it. It 
is the connecting link between us and 
the Lord Jesus that makes His blood 
avail for us personally. 

A missionary in India, some years 
ago, was infected with rabies by the 
bite of a jackal and had to be treated 
at a government institute for such pa- 

(Continued on page 354) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Can Angels Lie? 


I have been reading the Times for 
about thirty-five years and have found 
very little with which I did not heartily 
agree. I was therefore surprised while 
reading “The Post-Resurrection Ap- 
pearances of Christ,” by Dr. Lockyer, 
issue of April 6, to find this statement, 
“The angels who cannot lie pro- 
claimed the Resurrection.” That seems 
to deny Peter’s statement in 2 Peter 
2:4 


Perhaps others may~ feel as I do 
and would be glad to see some comment 
in “Notes on Open Letters.”"—A North 
Carolina reader. 


That statement by Dr. Lockyer ap- 


pears to have been too strong. He 
said: “Although no one saw Christ 
rise, the fact remains that ‘He tore 
the bars away.’ The angels who 


cannot lie procl#imed the Resurrection; 
the empty tomb displayed it; the ap- 
pearances of the risen Lord Himself 
confirmed it.” What he undoubtedly 
meant was that the two angelic mes- 
sengers (Luke 24:4; John 20:12) who said, 
“He is not here, but is risen: remem- 
ber how he spake unto you when he 
was yet in Galilee” (v. 6), were among 
those who always obeyed God and 
therefore would not lie and could not 
be mistaken, and who were sent espe- 
cially on this mission. 

It is true that there were evil angels, 
such as those mentioned by Peter when 
he said, “For if God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment” (2 Pet. 2:4). Jude says practi- 
cally the same thing: “And the angels 
which kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, he hath re- 
served in everlasting chains under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day” (v. 6). Another allusion to them 
is found in these words of the Lord: 
“Then shall he say also unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 
25:41). 
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|. Visitation Evangelism Is Building 


Inspiring examples of how this New Testament plan 
has succeeded in several communities 


cially pastors of small churches 

in obscure communities, will feel 
that while visitation evangelism is ex- 
cellent for thickly populated areas and 
larger chtrches with plenty of help 
available, such a program is scarcely 
practicable in small places. 

Happily this is not true. We have 
in recent years observed some of the 
finest results of visitation evangelism 
in the smaller cities and towns and in- 
deed also in what might be classified 
as rural sections. I should like to cite 
one good example. 

The Rev. Wendell Grout, pastor of a 
small church at Hickman Mills, Mo., 
became deeply concerned about the un- 
churched and unsaved people of this 
rather modest rural community. Pas- 
tor Grout learned of our plans to 
conduct a seminar on visitation evange- 
lism at Lincoln, Nebr. Here our semi- 
nar was jointly sponsored by the well- 
known “Back to the Bible Broadcast” 
directed by Dr. Theodore H. Epp and 
Christ for America. Mr. Grout made 
the necessary trip of several hundreds 
of miles and gleaned much help through 
attending all of the sessions and par- 
ticipating in the workshop periods and 
panel discussions. 

A few months later Christ for Amer- 
ica presented a similar program at Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and Pastor Grout was 
there with a group of his active lay 
workers, including men and women. 
Pastor Grout lost no time in launching 
a visitation program at the Blue Ridge 
Community Church and some months 
later he wrote me a letter from which I 
quote the following: 

It was my privilege recently to at- 
tend two seminars on soul-winning 
and church visitation evangelism 
sponsored by Christ for America. The 
seminars presented both the Biblical 
challenge and the practical instruc- 
tion of personal soul-winning and 
church visitation. Participants left 
the sessions knowing what to do and 
how to do it. 

My church has profited much from 
this training. Our Sunday school at- 
tendance has increased considerably 
over last summer and has remained 
steady in spite of the summer 
“slump.” Our D.V.B.S. enrollment 
this summer was increased by 100 
over last year. This has been done 
through visitation. It works! 

VISITATION BuILDS A SUBURBAN CHURCH 

Some years ago while I was living in 
a suburban community near Philadel- 
phia, a most remarkable piece of work 
was accomplished under my observa- 
tion, 


N: DOUBT some readers, and espe- 


This article and the second in- 
stallment next week constitute 
chapter 2 in the new book by Mr. 
Dean entitled “Visitation Evange- 
lism.” It is reprinted with the per- 
mission of the publishers, Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., from whom the book may 
be obtained in paper covers at $1 
a copy. Mr. Dean is founder and 
president of the organization called 
“Christ for America,” an interna- 
tional spiritual awakening movement 
with headquarters at 1617 Pennsyl- 
vania Blvd., Philadelphia 3. 

The eighth Seminar on Personal 
Soul-Winning and Visitation Evan- 
gelism will be held May 5 to 9, in 
co-operation with the Buffalo Bible 
Institute, at the First Baptist Church, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 





A notable growth in population out in 
this county brought on a tremendous 
building program in which several thou- 
sand homes were erected within a few 
short years. These homes were quickly 
taken up by purchasers, and shopping 
centers and nearly every other thing 
needed by the new community was pro- 
vided excepting churches. 

One enterprising smaller denomina- 
tion saw a real opportunity to establish 
a church convenient for the many fam- 
ilies who had moved to the suburb 
from the éongested city. For this un- 
dertaking the denominational leaders 
selected an aggressive young man and 
his wife recently returned from a for- 
eign mission field. 

This young couple went to work 
singlehandedly. Day after day they 
bathed their efforts in prayer as they 
walked the sidewalks and knocked on 
the doors of these homes. Winsomely 
they told of their mission and the plan 
to place a church conveniently where 
the parents and children might find 
happy fellowship and hear the faithful 
teaching of God’s Word. 

For the most part they were well 
received. During the period of several 
months of earnest visitation, many 
hearts were reached with the message 
of the Gospel. The church was built 
and this same couple was installed as 
the pastor and his wife. The building 
with seats for two hundred was packed 
to capacity on the opening day. The 
Sunday school was launched with a 
large enrollment. Careful: advance 
preparation had been made for this 
with a good faculty of Sunday school 
teachers ready to serve, 

I am telling of this remarkable be- 
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Churches Today. 


By HORACE F. DEAN’ 


ginning of the Manoa United Presbyte- 
rian Church chiefly to illustrate the fact 
that people will respond to home visi- 
tation. The tragic thing about our lax 
type of Christianity today is that so 
very many of our churches have lapsed 
into little “exclusive clubs.” No effort 
is made to go out into the homes of the 
people, and there are thousands of per- 
sons in the neighborhoods of churches 
across the land who have not once been 
invited to attend a church. Yet the 
words of our Lord stand, “Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be 
filled” (Luke 14:23). 


IT WORKS IN AN INDUSTRIAL AREA 


Another unusual example showing 
what visitation evangelism accomplishes 
comes to mind and again this took place 
near Philadelphia, in Darby. Here 
there are several rather large industrial 
plants and among these the large fac- 
tory of the Fels Naptha Soap Company. 

More than thirty-five years ago a 
small company of Christians established 
a church in Darby.on Main Street. They 
called it Maranatha Tabernacle and it 
has retained this name throughout the 
years. For most of the thirty-five years 
the meeting place of this congregation 
was in a building quite evidently in- 
tended for a store. 

Several fine men have been pastors 
of this group, and about a dozen years 
ago the church called the Rev. George 
Mundell. Mr. Mundell felt this to be 
the call of God and saw a great chal- 
lenge here because of the rapid growth 
in population, 

The strong preaching ministry of 
Maranatha Tabernacle and the gracious, 
friendly spirit cultivated among the 
people soon had added a well-prepared 
and comprehensive plan for the minis- 
try of visitation; and today, as a result 
of this well-rounded program, Maran- 
atha Tabernacle is one of the outstand- 
ing larger churches of Greater Philadel- 
phia. The church owns a full city block 
of property. The main edifice is a beau- 
tiful structure of early American design 
in red brick. Adjoining this is the at- 
tractive Sunday school building. Then 
at one end of the ,block is a row of 
attractive homes serving several pur- 
poses. This includes classrooms for the 
Sunday schoo] overflow and some of the 
houses are used for the missionaries of 
the church while on furlough from their 
fields. 

Sunday school and church attendance 
at Maranatha has greatly increased 
since those days of a rather static pro- 
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gram in the store-front building. An 
aggressive visitation ministry continues 
to be the order of the day. 


VISITATION BuiLps A’ Bic CHURCH 
AT DETROIT 

Among the several specialists serving 
on our visitation seminar teams has 
been Dr. Robert M. Parr of Detroit. He 
is the founder and pastor of Gilead Bap- 
tist. Church. Dr. Parr has .graciously 
given of his time to participate in these 
seminars at a: number of major cities. 
He has thrilled the large audiences of 
pastors and other Christian workers as 
he unfolded the secrets of the amazing 
growth of his church. 

Some time ago I asked Dr. Parr to 
prepare a small brochure giving the 
story of Gilead Baptist Church and tell- 
ing of the plan used in developing this 
mighty ministry. In fifteen years this 


church has grown from a mere handful © 


of fourteen original members to a pres- 
ent membership well above ten thou- 
sand, with a Sunday school attendance 
averaging more than four thousand. 
Dr. Parr graciously responded to our 
request and Christ for America has 
published and circulated tens of thou- 
ands of his little booklet entitled “The 
Great Challenge, or Reaching Our Cities 
Through Visitation Evangelism.” t 
From this booklet I should like to 





‘This booklet obtainable from Christ for 
America, 1617 Pennsylvania Blvd., Philadel- 
phia 3; 10c per copy, $1 per, dozen, or $7.50 
per hundred, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


quote the personal testimony. of Dr. 
Parr. 

“I have been asked to give the fol- 
lowing testimony concerning the work 
over which I am pastor. It is humbly 
submitted to the praise and the glory 
of our Saviour, and I trust it will be 
of some encouragement to those who 
desire to move forward in the work 
of the Lord. 

“Over fifteen years ago, November 
14, 1941, fourteen people met with me 
in regard to the possibility of starting 
a work in the city of Detroit. After 
much prayer we felt led of the Lord to 
launch out. A card was printed adver- 
tising our services. These fourteen peo- 
ple went up and down the streets in 
the vicinity and gave a personal invi- 
tation to each family to attend our serv- 
ices. Within twelve months we had 
316 members. Another year showed an 
increase to 616, and today our mem- 
bership exceeds the 10,000 mark. 

“We have assimilated in our Sunday 
school activities nearly 4,000 active peo- 
ple. In addition to this we have an 
‘across the nation’ radio broadcast to- 
gether with local television programs 
and a printed literature ministry which 
reaches around the world. More than 
two million dollars altogether has been 
raised and expended to propagate the 
Gospel through the various phases of 
our ministry. We attribute the success 
of this work to the blessings of God 
upon our visitation program alone.” 


(To be continued) 


IV. The Teacher as a Student 


We must study ourselves 


HE Bible speaks a great deal about 

the need for self-examination, self- 
knowledge,  self-judgment, and _ self- 
control The Apostle Paul, by the 
Spirit, wrote a letter to one who was 
to teach the word of God to others (1 
Tim. 4:11). In his letter to Timothy 
we may find a great deal of helpful 
counsel for those who, in turn, are to 
teach others. Let us take that word, 
“thyself,” as it occurs in his-first letter 
to Timothy, and notice the seven occur- 
rences of this word. : 

1. “Behave thyself”? (1 Tim. 3:15). 
“That thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house 
of God.” If the teacher expects, as he 
should, that each pupil in his class will 
behave himself, then he must set the 
example by behaving himself! Any 
questionable habit or amusement must 
be mercilessly dealt with. He must be 
punctual at the Sunday school, and be 
there in time to greet his pupils. He 
must conduct himself reverently during 
the opening exercises and behave him- 
self during class. In other words, he 
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By ALFRED P. GIBBS 


should in all things show himself to 
be “a pattern of good works” (Titus 2:7). 


2. “Exercise thyself’ (1 Tim. 4:7). 
There are at least four things the 
teacher should exercise: 

(a) He must exercise his conscience. 
Paul could testify: “Herein do I exer- 
cise myself, to have always a con- 
science: void of offence toward God, 
and toward men” (Acts 24:16). This 
will be a most expensive thing to keep 
up, but it is essential for effective 
Christian service. 

(b) He must exercise his mind (Heb. 
5:14). The teacher’s mind should be 
exercised by diligent study on general 
subjects as well as the Scriptures. The 
teacher must keep ahead of his class if 


‘he is to help them. Faith in the in- 


tegrity of the Scriptures is being un- 
dermined in our educational institu- 
tions. Science, falsely so-called, is mak- 
ing an assault upon the revelation of 
God in the Bible. The teacher should 
keep himself informed along these lines 
so as best to help those in his class 
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whose faith is being shaken as to the 
truth of Holy Scripture. Many excel- 
lent books have appeared recently on 
the subject of Christian evidences. 


(c) He must exercise his spiritual life 
(1 Tim. 4:7). “Exercise thyself... 
unto godliness.” The teacher should 
beware of spiritual stagnation, or of 
getting into a spiritual rut and becom- 
ing formal and cold in his spiritual life, 
Paul’s desire should be his: “That I 
may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings” (Phil. 3:10-14). There should 
be an ever-increasing desire for the 
Word of God and for communion with 
God in prayer that will make Christ a 
living, bright reality to the soul of the 
teacher. His motto should be, “Let us 
go on” (Heb. 6:1). . . 


(d) He must exercise his body. “Bod- 
ily exercise profiteth for a little,” said 
Paul (1 Tim. 4:8, marg.). The body 
should be Kept fit by proper physical 
exercise. The physical is more closely 
related to the spiritual than perhaps 
we imagine. Proper food, clothing, and 
exercise play an important part in fit- 
ting the teacher for his work and labor 
of love. 


3. “Give thyself’ (1 Tim. 4:15). An 
aimless, disconnected, and lackadaisical 
teacher gets nowhere. Every bit of 
one’s God-given personality must be 
put into the presentation of the teach- 
ing material The slogan during World 
War I was: “Give until it hurts.” What 
costs nothing, gives nothing, and does 
nothing is worth nothing! We must give 
ourselves, our time, talents, strength, 
and money to the biggest business in 
the world—moving our classes for God! 
Christ gave Himself for us; surely we 
can do no less than give ourselves to 
and for our classes. 


4. Watch thyself (1 Tim. 4:16). “Take 
heed unto thyself.” The teacher will 
find that his biggest enemy is himself; 
“therefore, the need of constant vigilance. 
On the walls of some Sunday school 
rooms there is a card which contains 
an acrostic on the word “Watch.” It 
reads: 

Watch your— 

W ords 

A ctions 

T houghts 

C ompany 

H eart 
Surely this is good advice, for “the price 
of peace is eternal vigilance.” 

5. “Save thyself.” 1 Timothy 4: 16 reads: 
“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in do- 
ing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee.” In what 
sense does the teacher save himself? 
Surely from failure, fruitlessness, dis- 
appointment, loss, and sorrow. The 
judgment seat of Christ is ahead, with 
its searching examination and resultant 
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reward or loss (1 Cor. 3:10-15). If we 
are to save ourselves from loss in that 
day, then we must begin in this day, by 
faithful, loving, and wholehearted serv- 
ice, to earn His commendation and 
crown. 

6. “Keep thyself” (1 Tim. 5:22). While 
it is quite. true that the believer is be- 
ing “kept by the power of God” (1 Pet. 
1:5); it is also true that he is to keep 
himself from all that he knows would 
hinder him in doing effective service 
for Christ. Let us glance at four such 
injunctions: 

(a) We must keep our body under 
(1 Cor. 9:27); that is, we are not to 
allow this body of ours, with its desires, 
to control us. We must be the masters 
of our body. That this is easier said 
than done is apparent. It will require 
stringent self-examination, self-judg- 
ment, and self-renunciation which will 
result in self-control, the last of the 
ninefold fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22, 23). 

(b) We must keep ourselves from 
idols (1 John 5:21); that is, from all 
that would displace God in the life, 
however legitimate it may appear out- 
wardly. God will yield second place 
to none. He will not tolerate being 
relegated to the background because of 
some new love or occupation. 


(c) We must keep ourselves in the 
love of God (Jude 21). These are the 
days of the sun cure. As men seek to 
remain under the warm, health-giving 


‘erays of the sun, which seems to per- 


meate every part of the body, so we 
must bask continually in the warm 
rays of the love of God that has been 
shed abroad in our hearts. As we con- 
template His deep love for us, our 
hearts will be stirred to praise and 
adore the One who has set His love 
upon us, 

(d) We must keep ourselves unspot- 
ted from the world (Jas. 1:27). We 
must courageously and consistently turn 
our backs upon all from: which God is 
left out. This is “the world” we are 
warned against, and from which we 
must keep ourselves, if we would be the 
teachers we should (1 John 2:15-17). 

7. “Withdraw thyself” (1 Tim. 6:3-5). 
The teacher should withdraw himself 
from all unprofitable associations, 
amusements, and arguments. He has 
but one master to please—Christ. May 
it be the desire of each Sunday school 
teacher to say with Paul: “Wherefore 
we labour, that . . . we may be ac- 
cepted of him” (2 Cor. 5:9). 





It has been impossible in the small 
compass of these four articles to more 
than hint at what is involved in suc- 
cessful teaching. May it be ours to so 
study the Scriptures, the Saviour, the 
student, and Ourselves that we shall be 
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workmen “that needeth not to be 
ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15). In that glad 
day, at His coming, may each teacher 
reading this series hear His “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant... enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


WHEATON, ILL. 
we 


Victorious Life Conferences at 
America’s Keswick 


HE summer conferences at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., offer 
a fine opportunity for spiritual and phys- 
ical refreshment, in company with other 
Christians and amid beautiful surround- 
ings. There will be nine Victorious Life 
Conferences again this summer. Meet- 
ings are held, as a rule, in the mornings 
and evenings, leaving the afternoons 
free for tennis, boating, canoeing, swim- 
ming, and other forms of recreation. 
The conferences planned for the com- 
ing summer are as follows: 


Memorial Day—May 29 to June 2 
Student—June 8-16 

Fourth of July—July 3-7 

First July—July 9-14 
Ministers’—July 15-18 

Second July—July 20-28 

Young People’s—Aug. 3-11 
Second August—Aug. 17-25 
Labor Day—Aug. 30 to Sept. 2 


An illustrated folder, giving the names 
of the speakers, directions for reaching 
Keswick, registration and entertainment 
rates, and other helpful information will 
be sent upoy request. 

The new address of the Victorious 
Life Testimony is 4429 Larchwood Ave., 
Philadelphia 4. 


Substitute and Student Funds 


There are numbers of Christian peo- 
ple, especially young folks, who would 
like to attend a conference at America’s 
Keswick, but who cannot afford to. 
Others who have received blessing there 
are often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others to go to Keswick. , 

There are in this country many for- 
eign students, whom the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship: would like to in- 
vite to the Student Conference, June 
9-17. But most of them cannot pay their 
own expenses. Christians who have a 
special interest in seeing that foreign 
students, who may come from pagan 
countries, attend the Student Confer- 
ence, may send gifts designated for “For- 
eign Students” to the address given 
above. 

Gifts for either of these funds should 
be so designated and sent to the Victo- 
rious Life Testimony, Inc. 
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Which Alaskan Towns 
Will Be Visited? 


EEING the recent notices of the 18th 

Christian Fellowship Tour to Alaska 
this coming summer, some readers have 
asked how much of Alaska the travelers 
will see. They have either not seen 
or examined carefully the illustrated 
folder describing the tour which will 
gladly be sent free on request. The 
official tour begins in Chicago on Wed- 
nesday morning, July 3, and returns to 
that city three weeks later, on Wednes- 
day, July 24. 

For one week, from Tuesday evening, 
July 9, to Wednesday evening, July 17, 
the party will have its rooms and meals 
on the luxurious S.S. Princess Louise 
of the Canadian Pacific Steamship Line. 
It is during this week that the ship puts 
in at many ports in southeastern Alaska. 
There will be stops at Ketchikan, often 
called “the salmon canning capital of 
the world”; Juneau, the capital of 
Alaska, at which point an excursion is 
provided to the Mendenhall Glacier 
and Auk Lake; Skagway; Wrangell, 
where there is opportunity to see In- 
dian churches and missions, totem poles, 
curio shops, and the handwork of the 
Indians offered for sale. From Skag- 
way, the northernmost point at which 
the ship docks, the party will enjoy the 
intensely interesting ride on the nar- 
row-gauge railroad along the “Trail of 


-*98,” winding up through deep gorges 


in the mountains to Lake Bennett, 
where they will have lunch; after lunch 
they go on to Carcross, the historic 
gold-mining city of the Yukon, and 
finally return to the ship for evening 
dinner. Then there will be time to 
shop in Skagway and see some of the 
frontier churches and missions. The 
cruise continues in the evening through 
the magnificent Lynn Canal. 

On the journey out and back by train 
there will be visits to some of the beau- 
tiful national parks in Canada and the 
United States, all of which are de- 
scribed in the illustrated folder. This 
also contains rates for various accom- 
modations, mailing addresses, sugges- 
tions on clothing and baggage, besides 
other important information. The space 
allotted to the party on the Princess 
Louise is nearly all taken. For the folder 
and registration, write to the Editor, 
Philip E. Howard, Jr., The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5. The tour has been arranged in 
conjunction with the Northern Pacific 
Railway. 

. ‘ ye 

I wish it to be distinctly understood 
that growth in grace is bound up with 
the use of means within the reach of 
all believers, and that, as a general 
rule, growing souls are what they are 
because they use these means.—J. C. 
Ryle. 
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International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 6 MAY 12. ABRAHAM AND HIS GOD 
Genesis 12; 15 to 17; 22; printed text, 12:1-3; 17:1-9 
Golden Text.—Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.—Psa. 25:4 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 12:1 Now the Lorp had said unto Abram, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. 


Chap. 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the Lorp appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am 
the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, 
and will multiply thee exceedingly. 

3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 


5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but 
thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations 
have I made thee. 


6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I ‘will 
make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee 
and thy seed after thee in their generations for an ever- 
lasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee. ; 

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 

9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my 
covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their 
generations. 


saying, 


4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou 


shait be a father of many nations. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
HE biographical literature of the 
Bible is outstanding. As human 
interest documents, as character 
portraits, the Bible stories are in the 
front rank. Yet how brief are these 
biographies, mere sketches as over 
against such works as the four-volume 
autobiography of C. H. Spurgeon, or the 
tightly packed life of Gladstone by 
Morley, running into nearly 1,900 pages! 

There is this difference. Uninspired 
biographies are written to perpetuate 
the memory of the man, but Bible biog- 
raphies are only chapters in a great 
story, the story of redemption. The 
criterion determining the content is not 
what will give the completest picture 
of the man, but what incidents in the 
life of the man bear upon the main 
story. 

Take Abraham. He must certainly 
be included in any catalogue of the 
world’s great men. Yet the inspired 
Book gives only fourteen. chapters 
(mostly brief) to the story of his life. 
Indeed, this is no attempt at a life story; 
it is not even given as a biographical 
sketch of Abraham. His place in the 
sacred volume is determined by his 
place in God’s plan of redemption. 

For all this, the figure of Abraham is 
not a cutoff figure. The patriarch stands 
before us in all his magnificent great- 


ness. The biography may be very 
scrappy and incomplete, but not the 
picture. The few brush strokes of in- 


spiration have given us a portrait of 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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such depth that the man lives before 
us, in his weakness as well as his 
strength, and after these many centuries 
we are still studying this great char- 
acter, for our own spiritual progress. 
Any man who obeys God’s call will 
have something to teach us, 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 12: 1.—“Now the Lord had said unto 
Abram, Get thee out... unto a land 
that I will shew thee.” The “had said” 
of the K.J.V. corresponds with Stephen’s 
statement of the call of Abram (Acts 
7:2-4), but the Hebrew does not require 
it, and the A.S.V. gives the simple past 
tense, “said.” Keil and Delitzsch both re- 
gard Haran as the place of the call, but 
most conservative interpreters follow 


Stephen. 

Verse 2.—“. . . a great nation, and I 
will bless thee .. . and thou shalt be a 
blessing.” Posterity, prosperity, honor, 


and beneficent influence were all prom- 
ised to Abram in the line of obedience. 


He was now seventy-five years old! ° 


(v. 4.) 


Verse 3.—“And I will bless them that 
bless thee ... curse... curseth... 
all families of the earth be blessed.” 
Men’s attitude to Abram would deter- 
mine God’s dealing with them. There 
are two words for curse here. The first 
has the sense of speaking lightly or con- 
temptuously. The second signifies a 
judicial curse. Notice the world-wide 
scope of the blessing through Abram. 
Ultimately this is realized in Christ, the 
seed of Abram. 


Chap. 17:1.—*. . . Abram was ninety 
years Old and nine . ..I1 am the 


almighty God; walk before me. . 
perfect.” This is twenty-four years 
after the event of 12:1, but the inter- 
vening chapters should be read, with 
special reference to chapter 16, where 
we have the story of the birth of Ish- 
mael, outside the sphere of God’s prom- 
ise. Notice here a new name of revela- 
tion—El Shaddai, the “Strong One,” 
revealing Himself as sufficient to carry 
out His purposes. Some trace the word 
to shad, “the breast,” but this is a dis- 
puted etymology. 

Verse 2.—“. . . my covenant between 
me and thee ...” The covenant de- 
clared in 15:18 is here confirmed, with 
special reference to the multiplying of 
Abram’s offspring. 

Verse 3.—“. . . fell on his face: and 
God talked with him .. .” This posture 
of humility and reverence and submis- 
sion before God was habitual with 
Abram. See also verse 17. This is good 
preparation for hearing the voice of 
God. 

Verse 4.—“. . . thou shalt be a father 
of many nations.” This “multitude of 
nations” would include those which 
sprang from Ishmael, Esau, and the sons 
of Keturah, as well as the tribes of 


Jacob. Some historian ought to list 
them for us. ; 
Verse 5.—*. . . Abram . . . Abraham 


. a father of many nations...” The 
name is. changed from “exalted father” 
to “father of a multitude.” Remember 
the age of the man to whom this is 
spoken, and the fact that, so far as the 
promise of God was concerrfed, he was 
still childless. 


Verse 6.—“, . . I will make nations of 
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thee, and kings .. .” Notice the prog- 
ress: many descendants, and these were 
to constitute many distinct nations, and 
he would also have royal progeny. 
Verse 7.—“. . . my covenant between 
me and thee and thy seed . . . an ever- 
lasting covenant, to be a God unto thee 
. .”. Now the scope is widened, and 
the covenant takes in the generations 
following, God committing Himself to 
Abraham’s seed as to Abraham himself. 
Verse 8—“And I will give unto thee 
_.. the land wherein thou art a stranger 
. Qn everlasting possession...” A 
people must have a land, and God here 
designates the land for the covenant 
people. This constitutes Israel’s right 
to the land so long as time endures. 


Verse 9.—“. .. keep my covenant... 
thou, and thy seed...” With privilege 
goes responsibility, and Abraham and 
his seed are here put under obligation 
to abide in the covenant of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is not often that a family migration 
affects the course of world history as 
did the removal of Abram and his 
household from Ur to Haran and thence 
to Canaan. Wherever this man might 
have gone, he would have left an im- 
press. The indications are that he was 
a man of some note both in his native 
Ur, and in Haran, where he remained 
for some years. Although his position 
may have been more glamorous in both 
Ur and Haran, in neither of these places 
would he have molded history as he 
did by simply obeying God in going to 
Canaan. 

Most migrations are for selfish .ends. 
That does not mean that they are nec- 
essarily ignoble ends. Pioneering seems 
to be in the blood of some people. But 
to go out at the command of God is not 
only a higher motivation, but it carries 
assurances which are completely lack- 
ing in other undertakings. To have 
God’s “I will” is to have certainty: One 
word will characterize the life in the 
will of God—blessing. And it is bless- 
ing flowing in two directions—from 
God to us and from us to others (Gen. 
12:2). Surely few men have known so 
much blessing, or brought so much 
blessing to their fellows, as Abram, the 
man who left all to go at God’s com- 
mand. 

God’s purposes are not always im- 
mediately realized, nor His promises 
always immediately fulfilled. There 
are days and years of preparation. God 
had a work to do in Abram before he 
was ready for the seed of promise. 
There were lessons in faith to learn, 
and lessons in patience. It took twenty- 
five years of the divine disciplines to 
bring Abram to that place of spiritual 
fitness to receive the son of promise. 
By that time it was clear that the work 
of giving such a son must be of God, 
and that no substitutes were acceptable, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. May 5.—God’s Plan and Man’s Re- 
sponse ..........Genesis 1:27, 28; 3 to 9 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. May 19.—Abraham and His World. 
Genesis 13; 18:1 to 19:29 








Abram must have been well disciplined 
in faith when, at the age of ninety-nine, 
he accepted God’s word regarding the 
birth of Isaac, and the promise of a 
royal and multitudinous offspring. God’s 
time is indeed always the best time, but 
frequently it. is the preparing of the 
instrument that necessitates the delay. 

The permanence of divine commit- 
ments is well illustrated in our lesson. 
God’s covenant is “an everlasting cove- 
nant” (17:7). The land He gave to 
Abraham and to his seed was for an 
“everlasting possession” (v. 8). His 
undertakings are not conveniently for- 
gotten like the commitments of men: 
God has not forgotten Abraham nor the 
word which He spoke to His servant 
four thousand years ago. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. God’s call to Abram (Gen. 12:1-3) 
2. God’s covenant with Abram (171-9) 


Topics for Development 


Communications. It is interesting to 
note the occasions when God communed 
with Abraham. 


1. At the time of his call (Gen. 12: 1-3) 

2. After his obedience in going to 
Canaan (v. 7) 

3. After his separation from Lot (13: 
14-17) . 

4. After his refusal to be enriched by 
the king of Sodom (15:,1-21) 

5. To establish and confirm the cove- 
nant (17: 1-22) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO was Abraham’s father? 
2. What brothers of Abram are 

mentioned by name? 

3. Where did Abram live (1) origi- 
nally, (2) before migrating to Canaan? 

4. How old was Abram when he mi- 
grated to Canaan? 

5. What relative of Abram’s accom- 
panied him to Canaan? 

6. How did Abram try to realize God’s 
promise of a seed? 

7. How old was Abram when God 
changed his name? 

8. What do the names Abram and 
Abraham mean? 

9. What two “everlastings” are men- 
tioned in our lesson portion? 

10. What sons and grandsons of Abra- 
ham became nations? 


(Answers on page 352) 
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6. To confirm the promise regarding 
Sarah and to inform Abraham of 
the approaching destruction of 
Sodom (18: 1-33) 

7. To instruct Abraham regarding Ish- 
mael (21:12, 13) 

8. In connection with the sacrifice of 
Isaac (22:1-19) 

Progressive Consecration, God called 
Abraham to go deeper and deeper with 
Him in the life of faith and obedience 
and separation, Note the following 
steps: 

1. He yielded up home and kindred 
to obey God’s command (12:4). 

2. He parted from Lot for the sake 
of peace and thé purposes of God (13: 
8-12). 

3. He refused to be enriched by a 
heathen king (14:22, 23). 

4. He parted. with Ishmael, upon 
whom his heart had been set (17:18; 
21: 12-14). 

5. He surrendered Isaac, the beloved 
son (22:15-18). 

“Tam ...I will.” In Genesis 17, God 
begins His address to Abram with an 
“I am,” and thereafter we have “I will” 
seven times. The validity of the “I 
will” depends on the character of the 
“I am.” Let the “I am” refer to any 
man, however great, and the “I will” 
must be modified with an “if possible” 
or some such phrase. In other words, 
the “I will” of man cannot be taken in 
an absolute sense, so that it can give 
only relative assurance. Even the best 
intentioned “I will” may fail. But an 
“I will” backed by “I am God Almighty” 
is sure. That “I am” can bear more 
than seven “I wills”—it can bear every 
promise that God has ever made. 


Practical Applications 

With God ds guide we need no road 
map (12:1). 

The North Pole in the will of God is 
better than California out of the will 
of God. 

Being blessed is not an end in itself; 
it must issue in being a blessing (12:2). 

Your influence may not seem to be 
very wide, but see that it is all bless- 
ing and not a curse (12:3). 

Don’t retire from God's service. Abram 
started out on a new phase of service 
at ninety-nine! (17:1.) 

Old age is the time for spiritual] ripe- 
ness, not spiritual withering (v. 1). 

God would talk to us more if we were 
more on our faces before Him (v. 3). 


Golden Text 

Psa. 25:4.—“Shew me thy ways... 
thy paths.” This is an excellent prayer 
so long as we mean to walk in His ways 
when He shows them to us. Otherwise 
it would be hypocrisy to pray this 
prayer. It.is a confession that our own 
ways mean going astray and that His 
ways are salvation, 

EL_MuursT, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTEeD HyMNs 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, whose glorious 
purposes unfold with the passing cen- 
turies, we thank Thee that Thou dost per- 
mit men to share in carrying out thy 
plans. We thank Thee for men like 
Abraham long ago who lived to serve 
Thee and that we may do the same to- 
day. Help us to see that there is no 
greater honor or satisfaction than that 
which comes from trusting and obeying 
Thee. Forgive us for our self-will and 
self-pleasing ways. Set us in heart 
fully to please Thee. Bless and use all 
who love and serve Thee in our time, 
especially the missionaries afar that we 
support and our pastor and all who 
work with him here in Thy cause. 
Guide the leaders of our land into the 
right and wise way in all things and 
bring the time when the Lord Jesus 
shall reign in all the earth. Be near 
the sick, the sad, and the needy, to help 
and comfort them, and let this be a 
day of joy in Heaven over sinners turn- 
ing to Christ; in His name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—The Bible pays 
striking honor to Abraham by calling 
him God’s friend (2 Chron, 20:7; Jas. 
2:23). We might ask how a man could 
befriend Almighty God, but Abraham 
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did it by letting God use him to found 
the nation through whom God would 
give men the Bible and the Saviour. 

It took two things to make Abraham 
as precious to God. as a dear friend— 
trust and obedience. With God’s call 
to leave his homeland for a land God 
would show him, great promises were 
made to Abraham, promises that God 
would bless him, make him the father 
of a great nation, and bless all people 
through him and his descendants. Be- 
lieving these promises, Abraham obeyed 
God’s call and left the old life for the 
new. 

You, too, can be a friend of God by 
leaving the old life for the new at the 
call of Jesus Christ. He once said to 
His disciples, “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you” (John 
15:14). He also said, “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
Thus, the friends of the Lord Jesus are 
friends of the Father, like Abraham. 
But it takes real trust and obedience. 














Shaking hands with a young man 
after a Gospel service, the preacher 
said, “Are you a friend of Jesus?” “Yes,” 
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said the young man, “I consider that 


I am.” “Jesus. said,” replied the 
preacher, ““‘Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.’” The 


young man’s eyes fell at that; and he 
said, “If those are the conditions, I guess 
I am not.” Test yourself on this. We 
do not really trust and love Christ while 
we refuse to obey Him. But if we love 
and trust Him, we shall strive to please 
Him in‘all we do and think and say, 
and so we shal] be His friends, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Get thee out... from...from... 
unto a land that I will shew thee” (Gen. 
12:1)—In his address to the Jewish 
council, Stephen, by the-Holy Spirit, 
revealed the fact that it was the “God 
of glory” who appeared to Abraham and 
called him out from his country and 
kindred to another land which He 
would show him (Acts 7:2). 

Although there were men of faith be- 
fore Apram, such as Abel, Enoch, and 
Noah, Abram was the first to be called 
of God. This is a new departure in 
God’s method of dealing with men. 

The call of God involved two acts— 
a coming out of one thing and an enter- 
ing into another. In Abram’s case it 
was a threefold separation from (1) his 
country, or national sphere; (2) his 
kindred, or social sphere; and (3) his 
father’s house, or his domestic sphere. 

It is not to be wondered at that 
Abram was called to “get ... out” in 
this manner, for the land was charac- 
terized by a united effort to glorify man 
(Gen. 11:4). It was also a land of con- 
fusion (v. 9). And, as for Abram’s 
kindred and father, Joshua informs us 
that they were idolaters (Josh. 24:2). 

Against this black background, the 
God of glory appears to Abram telling 
him to “get ... out.” What a vision 
this must have been to him! 

As the God of glory, He is God of a 
scene in which He is displayed in per- 
fection—a scene where’ everything 
speaks of His love, holiness, wisdom, and 
power. And that scene would be minus 
all sin, sorrew, death, and corruption. 

Abram must have grasped much of 
this, for immediately he desired a 
heavenly country, and “looked for a 
city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11: 
10-16). 

Canaan was the land which the Lord 
showed Abram—and into which He led 
him. And Canaan, we know, is a type 
of the heavenlies in which present-day 
believers are seated in Christ Jesus 
(Eph. 2:6). 

There are three things we should 
like to say about the call of God. First, 
there is God’s call to the sinner—the 
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Gospel call—“Come unto me... and 
I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). Sec- 
ond, there is the call to service—‘Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them” 
(Acts 13:2). The third is the greatest 
—the glory call—“called . . . unto his 
eternal glory” (1 Pet. 5:10). 

Sinners should appreciate and re- 
spond directly to the Gospel call. 

“My next step,” said an anxious in- 
quirer, “is to get deeper conviction.” 
“No,” replied a Christian friend, “your 
next step, and only step, is to go to 
Christ just as you are. He does not 
say, ‘Come to conviction, come to a 
deeper sense of sin which you have 
been laboring to get; but He says, ‘Come 
unto me.’” 

“Ah,” she exclaimed, “I see it now. 
Oh, how self-righteous I have been, 
really refusing Him while all the time 
I thought I was preparing to come to 
Him!” 

“Will you respond to His invitation 
now?” was hastily asked. She looked 
up with a smile; then humbly, yet de- 
cisively, said, “I will!” 

The injunction, “And whatsoever ye 
g0°, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men” (Col. 3:23), is given to 
all believers. We know that all be- 
lievers, in that sense, are servants of 
the Lord; but there is also such a thing 
as a Cal] to special service. We rejoice 
with all who have heard and responded 
to that call. ; 

Dr. T. A. Hege in World Conquest 
wrote: “Our country [the U.S.A.] has 
only seven per cent of the world’s popu- 
lation, yet ninety-three per cent of our 
theological and- Bible schoo] students 
remain in this country. It ought to 
be reversed!” 

The greatest call, the call to His eter- 
nal glory, pertains to all believers. 
There is a world of glory—which is a 
perfect contrast to this world of sin and 
unbelief. We are called to that world 
of glory “not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began” (2 Tim. 
1:9). 

For all who love God and who are 
“called according to his purpose” He 
makes all things work together for 
good. Moreover, “whom he called, them 
he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified” (Rom. 8:28-30) 
In the purpose of God, all called and 
justified persons are already glorified. 

Abram’s call resulted in his beeom- 
ing a stranger and pilgrim (Heb. 11:13). 
With eternal glory before us it should 
be easy for us to be strangers and pil- 
grims in this world in which our Lord 
is still rejected. 

The Lord fulfilled His promises to 
Abram (Gen. 12:2), and He will ful- 
fill His “exceeding great and precious 
promises” to us also. 


Wawona, CALir. 
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Lesson for May 12 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is not too early for 

you to understand the full meaning 
of a covenant, and especially the cove- 
nant in which God, our Heavenly 
Father, is the party of the first part, 
because this matter has a vital bearing 
upon your life in this world and in the 
world to come. Indeed it is of greater 
value to you than all the wealth of the 
world or anything else the world can 
give you. 

The simple definition of a covenant 
is, “an agreement between two or more 
persons,” and our lesson today is con- 
cerned with God’s covenant with Abra- 
ham. It was not sought by Abraham; 
God, Himself, proposed it, and Abra- 
ham agreed to it by complying with the 
conditions. This required great faith 
on Abraham’s part, because it was of 
amgzing proportions both in matter and 
in time. Abraham, though old and 
childless, was promised that his de- 
scendants would become a great nation, 
numberless as the stars in the heavens 
and as the sands on the seashore. Also 
that kings would be born into this 
nation and the whole world would be 
blessed by it. The blessing of this cove- 
nant has come down through the cen- 
turies to you and to me; for, as Chris- 
tians, we are spiritual members of 
Abraham’s family. 

However, there are always two sides 
to a covenant, and unless both parties 
are true to the conditions, a covenant has 
no value. There is no doubt about 
God’s keeping His part, but human 
nature is weak and foolish and, as Isa- 
iah says, “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way .. .” (53:6). Many are 
thus missing the rich blessing of the 
covenant, feeding on husks when they 
could be feasting on the delights of 
God’s gracious gifts. 

At this moment I am looking at a 
one dollar bill, with George Washing- 
ton’s thoughtful face in the center of it: 
In a sense this bit of paper is a cove- 
nant. It says, “There is on deposit in 
the Treasury of the United States of 
America one dollar in silver payable 
to the bearer on demand.” It bears 
its own serial number (W60797368H), 
and there is no other bill numbered 
the same. I do not have to gé to Wash- 
ington to demand the silver. I have 
perfect confidence that the silver is 
stored there as surety for it. The bit of 
Paper has little or no intrinsic ‘value; 
but the covenant is there, signed by 
the United States Treasurer and the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

My grocer has the same confidence 
in the covenant as I have; so, instead 
of going to Washington, I pass the bit 
of paper to him and he hands me a 
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dollar’s worth of something to eat, 
something necessary to my physica] life. 
Thus I enjoy the. full benefit of Uncle 
Sam’s covenant to keep safely a dollar’s 
worth of silver in the Treasury to re- 
deem his promise at any time. 

Now it is conceivable that something 
could happen to destroy or make away 
with that silver now deposited in the 
Treasury, which would make this bit of 
greenback worthless and rob me of its 
benefit; but there is no power in all 
the universe that can or ever will ren- 
der God’s covenant invalid. All through 
the Old Testament are His repeated 
promises to send a Redeemer that lost 
sinners may be saved. In the fullness 
of time He fulfilled the promise by 
sending “his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16), That is the priceless covenant, 
fellows, and all that you and I have to 
do to receive the marvelous blessing 
of it is to believe in Him, accept Him, 
confess Him, and by His promised grace 
live for Him. Our Heavenly Father 
never broke a promise and never will. 

Spiritually, there are only two kinds 
of people in the world: lost sinners and 
saved sinners. In which group are you? 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE first two verses on “The Crea- 

tion” card tell what God created. 
Let us repeat them now: Genesis 1:1 
and Genesis 1:16. The third one tells 
how He performed the work of creation. 
The answer is found in Psalm 33:9: “He 
spake, and it was done; he commanded, 
and it stood fast.” - 

Here are three cards that remind us 
of the three landmarks of Genesis we 
have already studied. Who will put 
them up in the right order? Correct: 
“Creation,” “The Fall,” and “The Flood.” 
We will add another one today. 

After the Flood, Noah’s family was 
the only one on the earth. But his 
descendants multiplied so rapidly that 
a hundred years later there were many 
people on the earth. Genesis 10 and 11 
tell what followed. 

All the people in the world spoke 
the same language, but instead of 
worshiping their Creator for preserving 
their ancestor Noah through the Flood, 
they thought-solely of their own glory. 
Read Genesis 11:3, 4. Though they 
planned to build a tower to Heaven, 
there is no mention of God in what they 
said. Instead it was, “Let us make 
brick, “Let us build ws a city and a 
tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven.” “Let us make us a name.” 
God confounded their language so that 
they could not understand one another. 
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The tower of Babel was never finished. 
Let us put the picture of it beside the 
others, for it is the fourth great land- 
mark of Genesis. 

After God brought the language diffi- 
culty upon the people, they scattered in 
varigus directions according to the dif- 
ferent languages they spoke. But in- 
stead of turning to God in repentance, 
after this, the world turned to idolatry 

Until this time God had ‘been dealing 
directly with the whole human race. 
But about three hundred years after 
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the tower of Babel, He called a man 
out of the idolatrous city of Ur to found 
a new nation, which would record and 
preserve His Word, and through which 
nation the promised Redeemer should 
come. 

Read Genesis 12:1-3. What had God 
told Abram to leave? (His country and 
his relatives.) Where had God told him 
to go? (To a land He would show him.) 
Right. Abram, whose name was later 
changed to Abraham, is perhaps the 
greatest example of faith in the whole 
Bible. He trusted God and obeyed Him 
unquestioningly. He showed his faith 
first by leaving his native city of Ur, 
at God’s command, when’ he did not 
know where God would lead him. 

Now read Genesis 17:1-9. The name 
Abram means “high father,” and was 
a term. of honor, corresponding to our ex- 
pression “city father.” Here God tells him 
to change his name to Abraham, which 
means “father of many nations.” Once 
more Abraham believed God, taking 
the new name at once, although he did 
not know how God was going to make 
him a father of many nations when he 
had as yet no child. 

In Genesis 22 we read about the great- 
est proof of Abraham’s faith. At God’s 
command he offered his son Isaac as a 
sacrifice, although he could not under- 
stand. why God should ask this of him 
when He had promised that Isaac would 
have descendants. As you know God 
prevented him from taking Isaac’s life. 
He had asked Abraham to do this to 
prove his faith and also because it was 
a type of the infinite sacrifice God was 
going to make when He gave His Son 
to die for our sins on Calvary’s cross. We 
learn from Hebrews 11 that when Abra- 
ham prepared to offer Isaac he believed 
that if God permitted the lad to die 
He would. raise him from the dead 
sooner than break His promise. What 
God-honoring faith! 

Abraham has one honor not given to 
any other person in the Bible: Three 
times over he is referred to as “the 
friend of God” (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; 
Jas, 2:23). Wouldn’t you be thrilled 
to be called a friend of the President? 
I would. But it is far more glofious 
to be called “the friend of God.” Why 
do you think Abraham was given this 
title? (Because he had such great faith 
in God. Because he obeyed God.) You 
are both right. He showed his faith by 
his obedience. It is useless to say that 
we believe God, if we do not obey Him. 

Turn to John 15:14. Here our Lord 
Jesus gives the definition of His friends: 
Those who do whatsoever He com- 
mands. Did Abraham pass that test? 
Do we? 





Note: The pictures used for these lessons 
on Genesis are 40c per set of 8, or 3 sets 
for $1. “The Creation” cards are 20c a 
dozen. Both may be ordered from V. D. 
Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Abraham, Friend of God (Gen. 12:1-9) 


SK two or three pupils to bring new 

books they have enjoyed. Speak 
of the titles and what they indicate 
about the contents. Do you know what 
the title of this book (point to the title 
of Genesis) means? (Beginning.) What 
beginnings have we learned about? (Of 
the world, of sin in it, and of a new 
start with people. Print Genesis ver- 
tically with capital letters. Use the first 
three for the first letters of God, Eve, 
Noah.) 

In general, the families from one of 
Noah’s sons went to Europe; from an- 
other son, to Africa; from the third, to 
Asia. (Map.) As they were traveling 
toward the east, they came to a rich 
plain between two rivers. In school 
have you read about “the land between 
the rivers,” called Mesopotamia? There 
they learned to make bricks from clay 
and to build huge buildings. They de- 
cided to build a city and a tower so 
high it would reach the sky. They 
would be famous! Here they would 
settle down and not travel any more. 
They left God out of their plans. He 
came down. He did not like their proud, 
selfish plans. He made their language 
so they could not understand each other. 
They could not work together on the 
city or the tower. So some went off 
in one direction, and: some in another, 
to fill up other parts of the world, as 
God wanted them to do. 

At Ur, another city in “the land be- 
tween the rivers,” there was a high 
tower built for the moon goddess. Here 
is what is left of it (National Geo- 
graphic magazine, Aug., 1928, p. 220; 
Jan., 1930, pp. 97, 98). ,Other parts of 
the world had forgotten God, too. Some 
were very wicked. (Using the second 
e of Genesis, print the word “evil.”) 
But God did not destroy them all with 
the Flood. Why not? 

One day the Lord of Glory appeared 
to a man in Ur named Abram. He 
said, “Abram, leave your country, leave 
your relatives, and come to a land that 
I will show you. I will make you the 
beginning of a great nation. I will 
bless you and rake you famous. 
Through you I will send blessing to all 
families in the world.” Abram obeyed 
God, and left his comfortable home. It 
was a long trip, along the river rather 
than across the desert. (Map.) A stop 
for years at Haran, then on again, on, 
on, till at last he came to a country 
called Canaan. Very wicked, idol wor- 
shiping people lived there. “This is the 
land I will give your family,” said the 
Lord. 

Now we hear of an altar again. Four 
times, as Abram, with his tent, moved 
back and forth through the land, we read 
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of an altar and his worship of God. 
Once God asked for a very precious 
sacrifice—his son. 

Here was a man God could use when 
he separated from sin. Abram became 
the beginning of a great nation called 
Israel. His wife’s name was Sarai. 
(Finish the acrostic with: Separation 
of Abram, Israel, Sarai.) Israel lost 
the Promised Land for many years, be- 
cause they, too, sinned and were pun- 
ished. But now they are coming back, 
and we are able to see God keeping 
this promise to Abram. (Modern map 
showing Israel.) God kept the other 
parts of the promise, too: riches and 
fame, blessing to the world in the Lord 
Jesus and the Bible, both of which 
came through Abram’s family. 

Here is a good prayer: “Shew me thy 
ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths” 
(Psa, 25:4, Memory Verse). Read one 
of the blessings God gave us through 
Abram’s family—the Bible: (1) The 
tower that was not finished, Genesjs 
11:1-9. (2) The call and the promise, 
11:31 to 12:5. (3) The altars, 12:6-10; 
13: 1-4; 14-18. (4) Believing a big prom- 
ise, 15:1, 2, 5-7. (5) New names, 17:1-8, 
15-17, 19. (6) Baby Isaac, 21:1-8; (7) 
The great sacrifice, 22: 1-19. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Sealed Orders — but the Captain 

Knows.—Shew me thy ways, O Lord; 
teach me thy paths (Psa. 25:4, Golden 
Text). It is a beautiful saying from 
one of our poets, who, speaking of our 
birth, says: “Every soul leaves the port 
under sealed orders. We cannot know 
whither -~we are going or what we are 
to do until the time comes for the 
breaking of the seal.” But I can tell 
you something more beautiful than this. 
Every regenerated soul sets out on its 
voyage with an Invisible Captain on 
board, who knows the nature of our 
sealed orders from the outset, and who 
will shape our entire voyage accord- 
ingly —From Choice Gleanings Calen- 
dar. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Pleased To Mind.—Now the Lord had 
said unto Abram, Get the out of thy 
country (Gen. 12:1). “I wish I could 
mind God as my little dog minds me,” 
said a little boy, looking thoughtfully 
on his shaggy friend. “He always looks 
so pleased to mind, and I don’t.” What 
a painful truth did this child speak! 
Shall the poor little dog thus readily 
obey his master, and we rebel against 
God, who is our Creator, our Preserver, 
our Father, our Saviour, and the boun- 
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Lesson for May 12 


tiful Giver of everything we love?—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Livingstone’s Support.—The Lord had 
said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred... and I 
will bless thee, . and thou shalt be 
a blessing (Gen. 12:1, 2). Do you remem- 
ber the fine story of how, when Liv- 
ingstone returned to Scotland after six- 
teen years in the long grass of Africa, 
the University of Glasgow gave him a 
doctorate? He was received with silent 
respect and reverence by the usually 
boisterous students. He was gaunt and 
weary from so many years of exposure 
to the African sun. One arm, having 
been made useless by the bite of a lion, 
hung helpless by his side. How could 
they be other than silently reverent in 
such a presence? Presently in his 
speech, he told them how he was going 
back to Africa, partly to open new fields 
for British commerce, partly to suppress 
the Arab slave trade, but chiefly to open 
new ways for the spreading of the Gos- 
pel. But what stirred all present most 
was this: “Shall I tell you what sup- 
ported me through all these years of 
exile among a people whose language 
I could not understand, and whose at- 
titude toward me was always uncertain 
and often hostile? It was this: ‘Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.’”—From the Methodist 
Recorder. , Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


“I Have Denied God Nothing!”—And 
I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great (Gen. 12:2). There is a picture 
which represents Florence Nightingale 
in a Crimean hospital, sitting beside an 
invalid, with her finger on his pulse 
and looking intently at the watch lying 
in her left hand. On the opposite side 
of the room her shadow falls upon the 
wall, and a sick soldier has arisen from 
his bed to pass his hand caressingly 
over it. This woman, asked to give 
some facts about herself for publication, 
said, “My life only shows how God can 
use a plain, simple woman to do a work 
for Himself. I have worked hard, very 
hard, and I have denied God nothing.” 
—From the Illustrator. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. , 


Light Enough for the Next Step.— 
And when Abram was ninety years old 
and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty 
God; walk before me, and be thou per- 
fect (Gen. 17:1). A little boy and his 
father were walking along a country 
lane one dark night. The little boy 
carried a lantern. After a while he 
said, “You know, Dad, I don’t believe 
I would be a bit afraid if the light went 
farther. But it shines such a little way. 
A fellow doesn’t know what’s coming.” 
The father grinned in the darkness. He 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


knew how the boy felt. “You are right, 
Son. It does shine only a little way 
ahead. That is partly because it is so 
close to you. But as long as you keep 
walking with it, it will keep lighting 
your way just that far—whether you go 
a short distance as we are tonight or a 
long way.” Sometimes even a lantern 
can remind us of God. Abraham found 
that God would light his life—maybe 
only a little way ahead—but that little 
way kept repeating itself with every 
step. That was what counted.—Source 
unknown. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


How Abraham Showed His Friend- 
ship.—I will make my covenant between 
me and thee (Gen, 17:2). Abraham is 
spoken of as the friend of God by Je- 
hoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:7), by God 
Himself (Isa. 41:8), and by James (Jas. 
2:23). Some of the ways in which he 
“shewed himself friendly” are: He— 
F orsook all and followed Him (Heb. 

11:8, 17). 
R eturned after he had strayed (Gen. 
13:1). 

I nterceded for the lost (Gen. 18:23). 
E ndured to the end, and “died in a 
good old age” (Gen, 25:8). 

N ever doubted God (Rom. 4:20, 3; Heb. 

11:17-19). 
D welt in tents because he looked for 
a City (Heb. 11:9, 10). 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Refusing To Read Won’t Change It.— 
I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art 
a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for 
an everlasting possession (Gen. 17:8). 
The Courier publishes an _ interesting 
comment from a Palestine missionary 
to the effect that the Arabs dislike to 
buy the Bible because they say it prom- 
ises to give their land to the Jew, and 
they say that the promise to Abraham 
still holds good. They are right con- 
cerning the promise, but their refusal 
to Buy and read the Bible will not pre- 
vent the fulfillment of its prophecies.— 
From Prophecy. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


INCE this is Mother’s Day, it would 

be nice for your children t0 make 
little gifts for their mothers—even 
though the lesson itself has nothing to 
do with Mother's Day. A useful, simple 
gift can be made from paper pie plates. 
You will need one and a half plates for 
each child. Using good adhesive glue, 
cement the outside rim of the plates 
together. This makes a nice pocket for 
paper napkins or potholders. You can 
use wool or colored string for the loop 
with which to hang the holder. Have 
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Instruments, clothing, tools, appliances, home 
furnishings, etc., at large savings. Name 
brands of proven quality. Send $1 deposit 
for big catalog, refunded first order. Christian 
operated business. 


HUBBARD, 222 Pearl, 





Granville, Ohio 
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Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Please send your gift to: 


Centérs of Christian Witness Sorely Needed in Israel 


To encourage the growth of Israel’s indigenous church, real estate and 
buildings are necessary. According to our missionary leader in Palestine, 
— property should be acquired in strategic centers — Jerusalem, Haifa, 
Tel Aviv, etc. — where Hebrew Christian congregations can worship 
| and meet for fellowship and Bible study, and to which the unconverted 


Our representative in Jerusalem also pleads for the establishment of 
Homes, one for the aged, another for children, orphans, and half- 
These crying needs are foremost in our prayers. Will you 
make them so in yours and help toward a triumphant fulfillment? 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 


5630-T North Campbell Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91-T Bellevue Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
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flower seals ready for the children to 
paste on the outside plate. One bird 
seal would add a nice touch. 





God has a plan for everyone. He 
wants Hi children to be in a certain 
place at a certain time doing a particu- 
lar thing. He wants His children not 
only to do His will but to love to do 
His will. When we are where God 
wants us, He makes everything—even 
the hard things—come out right. When 
we are where He does not want us, even 
the good and the happy things do not 
turn out right. How important it is 
to be right where God wants us just 
when He wants us there! 

In the Jong, long ago there was a man 
who became known as a friend of God 
(Jas. 2:23). He was God’s friend be- 
cause almost always He did the thing 
that God wanted him to do. Unfor- 
tunately there were some times that 
even God’s friend didn’t do exactly the 
right thing. 

One day God said ta His friend 
Abram, “Get out of this country in 
which you are living [Haran]; leave 
your family and your home, and go to 
a land that I will show you. I will make 
you a great nation, I will bless you, I 
will make your name great; and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you and will curse those who 
curse you. In you shal] all families 
of the earth be blessed.” 

What a strange command this was! 
But how many wonderful promises 
were in store for Abram! It should be 
remembered, of course, that only if 
Abram followed God’s command, would 
he receive .God’s promises. But because 
Abram was God’s friend, the Bible tells 
us he immediately obeyed the com- 
mand. Can you imagine the excitement 
of folding up his tent (for that is what 
he lived in, doubtless), packing up all 
of his things, and starting out for an 
unknown land? There is just one thing 
that Abram did which he should not 
have done. He took along his nephew 
Lot. God had commanded, you remem- 
ber, that Abram was to leave his family 
behind—and his family included his 
nephew. This meant trouble, but I can- 
not tell you about that until next week. 

I suppose that as Abram traveled he 
kept saying over and over in his mind 
the things which God had promised 
him. He could not know, then, all of 
the many wonderful ways in which God 
was going to keep His promises. But 
He has kept them and is still keeping 
them! He promised that He would 
make of Abram a great nation, and so 
He did.. The nation of the Jews who 
live throughout all the world—that 
nation comes from Abram. God prom- 
ised to bless Abram. How He did that! 
God blessed Abram with His own pres- 
ence. He delivered him from danger. 
He made: him to become wealthy even 
in a strange land. 
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God also promised to make Abram’s 
name great. Religious Jews have such 
a love for Him that they look forward 
to resting, after they die, in the bosom 
of Father Abraham. God promised 
Abram that he would be a blessing to 
others. He was that, surely. But of 
all the wonderful promises that God 
gave, the greatest of all was the prom- 
ise that through him all the families 
of the earth would be blessed. And 
they have been that. How? By the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
was born many, many years later into 
Abram’s family. God kept His promise 
to Abram because Abram obeyed God. 

LANCASTER, PA. ‘ 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 347) 


1..Terah (Gen. 11:27). 

2. Nahor and Haran (11:27). 

3. (1) Ur of the Chaldees, (2) Haran 
(11:28, 31). 

4. Seventy-five (12:4). 

5. His nephew, Lot (12:4). 

6. At the suggestion of his wife, Sarah, 
he had a son (Ishmael) by her maid, 
Hagar (chap. 16). 

7. Ninety-nine (17:1). 

8. Abram means “exalted father”; 
Abraham, “father of a multitude.” 

9. An everlasting covenant (17:7) and 
an everlasting possession (17:8). 

10. Ishmael (17:20), Jacob and Esau 
(grandsons), and the sons of Keturah 
(25: 1-4). 

ELMHUuRST, “ILL, 
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Children at Home 
The Chinese Coat 


By Faith Yingling Knoop 
UDME sat up in bed and rubbed her 
eyes. How light her room was! 

She looked out of the window. Snow! 
Snow covered the porch roof and 
Grandfather’s fields and chicken house, 
garden and barn. But it couldn’t be! 
Yesterday was lfke summer. And Judie 
had only her new red silk dress to wear 
to Sunday school today, with no coat. 

Judie bounded out of bed, shivering 
as her bare feet touched the cold floor. 
“Grandma! Grandpa!” she called. “What. 
shall I do? It was so warm yesterday, 
I didn’t even bring a coat from home. 
I can’t go to Sunday school.” 

Grandma came up the stairs, smiling. 
“The weather did change over night,” 
she said, “from summer to _ winter. 
Grandpa is down cellar starting the fur- 
nace fire. But bad weather never keeps 
us home from church. We’ll find some- 
thing to keep you warm. Now let me 
see—” 
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Grandma disappeared into a closet. 
She came out with a beautiful silk Chi- 
nese robe. It was just Judie’s size. 
“Here’s something warm to put on while 
you eat breakfast,” she said. “Uncle 
Will sent it from China when he had 
a mission there. I kept it for you till 
you’d grown into it. This is what little 
Chinese girls wear in cold weather.” 

“Ooh!” Judie jumped up and down. 
She slipped her arms into the flowing 
sleeves and pulled the coat about her. 
It was padded with something soft and 
warm. Its stand-up collar hugged her 
neck. And it fell to her ankles. Red 
roses were embroidered all over the 
front and back. “It’s wonderful!” Judie 
whispered. 

Spending week ends with Grandma 
and Grandpa on their farm was always 
fun for Judie. She liked Sunday 
morning breakfasts of sausage and eggs, 
pancakes and milk, and even, some- 
times, apple pie. She liked riding to 
Sunday school and church over the 
country roads. She liked going into 
the Sunday school class of boys and 
girls her age. And, yes, she liked wear- 
ing her best clothes and having the 
girls say, “You always have such pretty 
clothes.” 

Today, Judie had the new dress to 
wear. But now—no one could wear a 
thin red dress out in the snow, with no 
coat, no sweater, no anything, over it. 

After breakfast Grandma, Grandpa, 
and Judie tried to think of*a warm 
wrap for Judie. “I'll put on my skirt 
and blouse that I wore in thé car com- 
ing here yesterday,” Judie said, with 
a gulp. “But the blouse is as thin as 
my dress. Grandma, I just can’t go 
out.” 

Grandma brought a suit coat of hers 
to try on Judie. It hung almgst to the 
little girl’s feet. And the sleeves flap- 
ped down over her hands to her Knees. 
Judie burst into tears,and Grandma sho6k 
her head. “No, that won’t do,” she said. 
“And there isn’t another little gir] for 
miles around, to borrow from. It’s time 
for us to start right now. I wonder,” 
and her eyes fell upon the Chinese coat 
lying on Judie’s bed. 

“Oh, no, Grandma, no!” Judie cried. 
“I—I couldn’t go into Sunday schoo] in 
that. Why, people would laugh at me!” 

“Jesus once said, ‘Take no thought 
for your ... body, what ye shall put 
on,’” Grandma answered softly. 

So it was that Judie, wearing the 
Chinese coat over her blue skirt and 
white blouse, tiptoed into Sunday school 
behind Grandma. She hoped that no 
one would see her until she had slip- 
ped off the coat. But the church was 
cold. Everybody was asked to keep on 
their wraps until the furnace had a 
good start. With a very red face, Judie 
slid into the last seat in the Sunday 
school room. Then somebody looked 
around at her, and stared in surprise. 
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Pretty soon everybody seemed to be 
staring at her. 

Suddenly something happened to 
Judie. She felt almost as if she were 
a little Chinese girl, herself, with peo- 
ple staring at her. She stood up. She 
marched to the front of the room. She 
began to speak. “I was too proud of 
my clothes,” she said. “I always wanted 
to dress up for Sunday school. Today 
I couldn’t. This is the coat of a little 
Chinese girl who went to my uncle’s 
mission, long ago. She outgrew this 
coat and gave it to my uncle for some- 
one in America. Then, in a war, most 
of the missions in China were closed. 
My Uncle Will is in Japan now, teach- 
ing little Japanese children. Some time 
he hopes he can go back to China. A 
lot of Chinese people still are Chris- 
tians.” 

Judie sat down. The children clap- 
ped. “Thank you,” said the teacher. 
“It happens that our missionary lesson 
today is about China. We are so glad 
to have Judie here, to tell us about it, 
and show us how little Chinese chil- 
dren dress!” 

On the*way home from church, Judie 
was very happy. She smoothed the 
Chinese coat. “I’m glad it snowed to- 
day,” she told Grandma and Grandpa. 
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Christian Literature for 
Latin Americans in New York 


YEAR ago the Spanish-speaking 

pastors of New York City were in- 
vited to lunch to discuss an intriguing 
question: What new missionary project 
would help them most in their efforts 
to reach New York’s Latins for the 
Lord? 

Their luncheon hosts, of the Latin 
America Mission, already had an effec- 
tive radio program and free correspond- 
ence course under way in the city. But 
the Mission leaders could not so easily 
write off the challenge of nearly one 
million Latin Americans (as many as 
in the entire country of Costa Rica, 
where the Latin America Mission field 
headquarters are located) right in their 
own front yard. 

And so, deeply burdened, they turned 
for advice to the one group which was 
struggling daily with the problem of 
New York’s Little Latin America’s need 
for Christ—the Spanish pastors. 

Was a Bible institute in Spanish the 
biggest need? they asked. A very big 
need, sighed the pastors. What about 


a united program for young people?” 


It would be a wonderful] thing, the pas- 
tors agreed. More witness on the radio? 
Definitely, they nodded. And what 
about a literature ministry—or a book- 
store? 

When the bookstore was mentioned, 
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the response was unanimous—and al- 
most overwhelming. A good bookstore 
would be a tremendous help in the 
work, they all emphasized—for strength- 
ening Christians, for reaching the un- 
converted, and for supplying’ the 
churches. Yes, a bookstore was the 
biggest need! , 

The Latin America Mission promised 
to see what could be done, depending 
on God to make it possible. When they 
found that contributions of some $12,- 
000 would be needed to start even a 
smal] store, and when they realized 
the general lack of interest in book- 
stores as missionary projects, they were 
almost tempted to give up. But they 
prayed instead. 

By November 1, the store had 
progressed no further than a small 
bookcase in the apartment of the 
Latin America Mission’s New York 
missionaries — and there it seemed 
doomed to stay for lack of funds. But 
by December 1, in a remarkable an- 
swer to prayer, God had sent enough 
(mostly through anonymous friends) to 
give the green light to the project. 
Moody Literature Mission and the 
American Tract Society also helped 
generously. 

So, recently, the Spanish pastors of 
New York City again received an in- 
vitation from the Latin America Mis- 
sion. 

This time an enthusiastic audience 
gathered to dedicate the new store at 
248 East 14th Street in Manhattan (New 
York 3), with Mission President, Jacob 
Stam, in charge of the ceremonies, 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


——— 





Jungle Doctor Hunts Big Game. By 
Paul White. (Wm. B,. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) Two 
white men, a famous hunter and a pho- 
tographer from Arizona, invite the tired 
missionary doctor to a safari in Africa’s 
big game country around the great 
lakes. Of course Simba and Spinach 
go along with other assorted “boys,” 
all making color for the background of 
“Mr. Kodaki” as he shoots charging 
rhino, fleeing giraffe, roaring lion, bath- 
ing elephants, and a lethal leopard, not 
to mention the donkey-eared aardvark. 
But why should Christian Simba be ac- 
cused of stealing from the party treas- 
ury? The riddle remains unsolved un- 
til the safari ends with poor Mr. Kodaki 
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a victim of sleeping sickness. Mean- 
time, the doctor Bwana has saved the 
life of a boy covered with ants, helped 
an agonized chief to pass his kidney 
stone, removed an enormous tumor from 
the back of the girl loved by Spinach, 
and, finally, led the photographer him- 
self to trust in Christ for salvation. This 
is the fourteenth in the Jungle Doctor 
Series for Junior-Intermediate age. 


A Year of Young People’s Programs. 
By Wally and Esther Howard. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 75 cents, paper.) Two 
things, declare the authors, are neces- 
sary for success in young people’s meet- 
ings—the director’s understanding of 
youth, and his equally intimate knowl-° 
edge of God’s Book. Thus equipped, he 
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VIBRANT CHORDS 
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Postpaid, 50 cents 


CHINA INLAND MISSION 


Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
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BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
Jansen E. Hartman, President 
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Offering three- courses in Theology, Missions, 
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> Those in New York area will want 
Q their children to see the program on 
{ Station WATV, Channel 13, 8 a.m., 
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The.Call of the Orient 


A listener in the jungles of Mindanao writes: 
“Listeners really helene that Christ is coming 
soon because Even Boxes Are Preacuinc 
THE Gospet. This way, even the last tribe 
in the jungle can hear.” Will you pray? 
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without money cost 


for only THREE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $1 each. 


ANSWERS FOR INQUIRING CHRISTIANS 


BY PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 





Following the principles and practice of 
his illustrious predecessors, Dr. Henry Clay 
Trumbull and Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
Dr. Howard has answered questions of the 
TIMES readers in the light of the Scrip- 
tures and common sense. 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmaster of 
The Stony Brook School, has this to say 
about the book: “In this valuable book, Dr. 
Howard has collected some of his answers 
to questions asked by readers of THE SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMES. Few religious 
publications are read with more care than 
this weekly which occupies such a unique 
place in present-day evangelical life. The 
compilation making up the present volume 
covers a wide area of subjects related both 
to Christian doctrine and Christian living. 
Dr. Howard’s answers are notable for con- 
secrated common sense and spiritual dis- 
cernment. Especially refreshing is his fine 
balance in dealing with difficult subjects. 
He has the ability to say much in compara- 
tively few words. His style is one of 
distinguished clarity.” 








The book sells regularly for $2 at your bookseller 
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can work toward various goals and be 
aided in the effort by the suggested 
year’s programs here outlined. The first 
four of these programs are, “The Im- 
portance of the Bible,” “The Im. 
portance of Prayer,” “The Importance 
of Witnessing,” and “The Importance of 
Obedience.” The next four, grouped 
under “Success Squared Away,” prove 
that even a satisfactory social life de- 
pends on spiritual oneness with Christ. 
Problems relating to sin, temptation, 
and victory are considered under “En- 
emy Propaganda,” “What Does God 
Want from Me?” and “You Are a Mil- 
lionaire.” The chapter headed, “When 
a Fellow Needs a Friend,” urges the 
leader to deal frankly but firmly with 
sex difficulties. “What Makes Us Tick?” 
is particularly good with its five Sunday 
headings—“The Visible You,” “The In- 
visible You,” “The Eternal You,” “The 
Problem You,” and “The Possible You.” 
“What’s the Point of the Church?” is 
answered in four topics—‘Teaching,” 
“Fellowship,” “Worship,” and “Prayer.” 
The last chapter lists a number of ac- 
tivities for the leader to Fy out in 
parties. 
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Calvary at the Exodus 
(Continued from second page) 


tients. On the property of the institu- 
tion were little hutches for the breeding 
of rabbits. From the spinal cords of a 
rabbit dying of hydrophobia a substance 
was prepared to save the lives of hu- 
man beings infected with rabies, and 
a human life is of more value than 
many rabbits. 

One day as the missionary walked the 
grounds of the institute, she was greeted 
by an exuberant Hindu lad who had 
just completed his treatments and ex- 
claimed, “Today I’m going home.” 

“How fine,” she replied. “You are a 
Hindu. Do you know about the Chris- 
tian faith?” He said he knew of it 
from a friend. 

The missionary then said: “Listen. 
You are going home cured because some 
of those rabbits died in your stead. 
They gave their lives that you might 
live. But if you had not come here 
and taken the inoculations, their death 
for you would have been in vain.” 

*“Yes,” said the lad, wondering what 
the point was. 

“Those rabbits,” went on the mission- 
ary, “died to save your body from death, 
Jesus Christ died to save your soul; but, 


’ think this over, unless you receive Him 


and trust yourself to Him, His death 
for you will have been in vain.” 

Yes, the sinner, seeing his need, must 
appropriate for his need the Lord Jesus 
in His atoning work. Doing so, he be- 
comes one of God’s people and comes 
under God’s perfect provision for ex- 
empting His people from final judg- 
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ment and condemnation. For him, as 
a believer, the word holds true, “When 
I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 
From India comes another story, the 
striking account of a penitent murderer 
going to the gallows trusting in Christ’s 
redeeming blood. He had been found 
guilty of a. brutal murder and while 
awaiting execution he had various re- 
ligious books brought him from the 
prison library. One was a Bible. He 
had parts of the books read to him till 
one morning he was told he would be 
hanged next day. Asked if there was 
anything he desired, he requested that 
a Christian pastor be sent to him. This 
was done. The Indian pastor came and 
to him the condemned man said: “I 
have been hearing passages from the 
Bible. Tell me more.” The pastor read 
to him the Ten Commandments. “I 
have broken all those laws. I am a 
very wicked man,” confessed the mur- 
derer. “What can now be done about 
it?” Then the pastor told the story of 
the cross and of the penitent thief who 
at the end of a sinful life found salva- 
tion in Christ. At the conclusion of 
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the story the condemned man flung 
himself to the floor full length and wept 
like a child. Then, as the tempest of 
emotion subsided, quietly the pastor led 
the penitent to Christ. So he entered 
into peace with God, being justified by 
faith (Rom. 5:1). His one request now 
was that he be given a Christian burial. 

The prison staff expected a struggle 
as they prepared the man to die. In- 
stead, he received them quietly, held 
out his wrists for the manacles, asked 
each one in turn to forgive him for 
the trouble he was causing them, and 
then, with steady step, he went to the 
scaffold. His body was given a Chris- 
tian burial, and rightly so, for the soul 
that had tenanted that body had found 
shelter under the atoning blood of the 
Lamb of God. To that man the word 
would find fulfillment which Chrisf 
uttered, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
he that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemna- 
tion [judgment—A.S.V.]; but is passed 
from death unto life” (John 5:24). The 
protection afforded by the blood of the 
passover lamb availed for all who be- 
lieved and. obeyed God, regardless of 
past character, and the Gospe] today 
offers salvation to all who will receive 
Christ. “Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 
“Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13). 
Have you called upon Him? 

(To be continued) 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 12 
A Democratic Family 

(Eph, 6:1-4; Col. 3:18-21; Exod. 20:12) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 
ERHAPS a better title for the topic 
we are to think about this week 
would be “A Co-operative Family.” 
God’s ideal family is not a pure democ- 
racy (“people rule”). There should be 
democratic elements in the Christian 
family, but under God’s plan, the father 
is, or should be, the head of the house- 
hold, and both the father and the 
mother should exercise authority over 
the children. You will find it profitable 
to read the following Scriptures on this 
point: Proverbs 22:6; 29:15, 17; Exodus 
10:2; Deuteronomy 11:19; Psalm 78:3-8. 
we 

The Christian family under God is a 
school where children are to learn obe- 
dience, respect for authority, mutual re- 
sponsibility, co-operation, and forbear- 


ance. Unfortufiately, in recent years, 
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a certain educational idea has gained 
wide acceptance, although it is a vicious 
teaching and all too often has disrupted 
harmonious family life, and has resulted 
in ridiculous situations where some 
parents are actually under the domina- 
tion of their children. It is the, idea that 
no child should be made to do anything 
that he doesn’t want to do. Its adop- 
tion has not only upset family life but 
it has actually been instrumental in 
bringing some children into adulthood 
utterly spoiled and unable to adjust 
themselves to the hard-and-fast cir- 
cumstances of life, where authority 
must be respected or chaos results. 
Even more serious has been the failure 
of such teaching tg prepare children 
for obedience to God. , 
ye 

The plain teaching of God’s Word is, 
“Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord; for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). 
Two neasons are given for observing 
this commandment. First, it is “right” 
—a fundamental law of God, embodied 
in the fifth law of the Decalogue. In 
the secorid place, this admonition is to 
be obeyed “that it may be well with 
thee,” in contrast with; the disorder and 
sorrow and disaster that disregarding it 
brings and the inevitable result—anar- 
chy and lawlessness. 

So far-reaching is the influence of 
obedience to and the honoring of par- 
ents that the length of life is affected, 
as is shown by the promise in the Fifth 
Commandment, “That thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God: giveth thee’” (Exod. 20:12). 

ye 

Now, lest obedience to parents be 
mistakenly interpreted as blind sub- 
mission to autocratic and unreasonable 
rule, God’s Word has an admonition to 
parents. Parents are not to exasperate 
their children by arbitrary and unsym- 
pathetic domination (Eph. 6:4). Instead, 
parents are to bring up their children 
in the “nurture,” or training, or disci- 
pline, and the instruction of the Lord 
(v. 6). The key words in this relation- 
ship between parents and children as 
set forth in Ephesians are “in the Lord,” 
and “of the Lord.” Husbands and wives 
are first admonisheff to view their re- 
lationship as patterned after the rela- 
tionship between Christ and His 
Church. The husband is to be the head 
of the family, even as Christ is the 
Head of the Church; and the wife is to 
submit to her husband. But notice also 
that each is to submit “one to another” 
in the fear of God (Eph. 5:21-25), and 
husbands are to love their wives, even 
as Christ loved the Church and gave 
Himself for it. This blessed relation- 
ship is extended to the children in the 
family, and the love of Christ in the 
hearts of all will prevent the authority 
and the discipline of the parents in the _ 
home from becoming unfair or burden- 
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some. Love has a way of making light 
what might otherwise be looked upon 
as burdens, just as the little lad ex- 
pressed it when someone sympathized 
with him for the load he was carrying. 
“He’s not heavy,” he exclaimed indig- 
nantly, “he’s my brother!” What is 
more, the parents in the home are to 
be the examples of Christian conduct 
and love and sympathy to their chil- 
dren, as well as their instructors in 
righteousness and in the things of God. 
e 
Is it not evident, therefore, that the 
first step toward a truly co-operative 
Christian family is, on the part of the 
husband and wife, the acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour, and the complete 
yielding of the life to Him? This must 
be followed by the setting up of the 
family altar in the home, where all the 
members of the family may gather reg- 
ularly for the reading of the Word and 
for prayer, and for laying befgre God 
all family problems and seeking His 
direction. Nothing can be of such im- 
portance as to permit interference with 
the establishment and maintenance of 
the daily family altar and the partici- 
pation of every,member, regardless of 
what private devotions they may have. 
we 
Closely related to the family altar is 
the habit of giving thanks at mealtime, 
recognizing God as the ultimate Giver 
ef all good things. 
ve 
Another bond in family relationship 
is the practice of regular family attend- 
ance at church, the entire family sitting 
together, at least for one service, on the 
Lord’s Day. 
we 
The family that worships together at 
home and attends church together will 
also find ways of having fun together. 
Some families have found it most worth 
while to set aside one night a week 
when, after a leisurely dinner together 
and time for discussion of things of in- 
terest to the family, school problems, 
vacation plans, and the like, the eve- 
ning is devoted to games, or to pursuing 
hobbies, or to general good fun. On 
such nights members of the family may 
invite close friends, if they wish, ‘to 
enjoy the time with them, but all mem- 
bers of the family are present, and all 
share in the fun together, as a family. 
we 
All of this will take some planning 
and some self-denial, but it will issue 
in rewards and satisfaction that cannot 
even be compared with any personal 
sacrifice or inconvenience. Will you ask 
God to show you how He wants to use 
you to make your family a co-operative 
Christian family, and will you ask Him 
to make you willing to do your part in 
bringing this about? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 6 to 12 


Mon., May 6.—Gen. 1231-8. 
Man of Obedience. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “By faith Abra- 
ham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after re- 
ceive for an inheritance, obeyed” (Heb. 
11:8). His whole life was on the plane 
of faith which works by love. He obéyed 
God personally, and faithfully com- 
manded his children after him. God 
changed his name into a better one be- 
cause he obeyed Him (Gen. 22:18; 26:5). 
How well do you obey God? Test your- 
self by two things: Do you let Him talk 
to you daily from His Word? And, sec- 
ond, do you let Him hear your voice 
in prayer every morning? (Psas. 5:3) 
85:8.) A revival is “new obedience to 
God” (Finney). Pray for the Sudan In- 
terior Mission, New York. 


Tues., May 7.—Heb. 11:8-16. 
Sojourner of Faith. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By faith he so- 
journed in the land of promise.” Abra- 
ham considered himself as a soOjourner 
and stranger all throughout life. The 
God-given land of Canaan was to him 
but a temporary residence. His mind 
and affections were set on “a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). Do you, 
likewise, by faith, reckon yourselves 
as “strangers and pilgrims’? If so, 
“pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear .. . \[knowing] ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things .. . 
from your vain conversation [manner 
of life] received by tradition from your 
fathers; but with the precious blood of 
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:17-19). Pray for the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee In- 
ternational and their work at Victory 
Center, Chicago. 


Wed., May 8.—Gen, 17:1-8. A New Name. 


PraYerR Svuccestions: “Neither shall 
thy name any more be called Abram, 
but thy name shall be Abraham.” The 
Bible uses the name, Abram, ten times; 
but it uses his new name, Abraham, 
more than one hundred, times. The 
name, Abram, made much of his posi- 
tion, but his new name, Abraham, made 
much /of his progeny (“father of a mul- 
titude”). Let your name, saint, come 
into greater prominence. Walk worthy 
of the name whereby you are called. 
Pray for American Messianic Fellow- 
ship, Chicago. 

Thurs., May 9.—Rom. 4:13-18. 
Righteousness Through Faith. 


PraYER Svuccestions: “The promise, 
that he should be the heir of the world, 





was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the right, 
eousness of faith.” We are “justified 
freely by his grace through the redemp. 
tion that is in Christ Jesus.” God “set 
forth” His Son as “a_ propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbear. 
ance of God” (Rom. 3:24, 25). Right- 
eousness is impossible by works of the 
Law, for the Law condemns; Christ 
only can save, and His salvation is by 
grace through faith (see Phil. 3:9; Eph. 
2:8). Pray for the New York Gospel 
Mission to the Jews, Inc., New York. 


Fri., May 10.—Gen. 22:1-8. 
Facing a Severe Test. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “After these 
things . . . God did tempt [test] Abra- 
ham.” Tests for every Christian’s life 
are a must on the calendar of God. Your 
test may come sooner than you think, 
“The evil day” must come. The Lord 
“scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth.” Like Abraham's, your test 
will probably be a surrender of what 
is most dear to you. Peter was sifted; 
Paul had his thorn; and John had his 
Isle of Patmos. Faint not when you 
are rebuked of Him, for whom the Lord 
loves He corrects, and tries the reins 
of all hearts. Pray for Houghton Col- 
lege, Houghton, N. Y. 


Sat., May 11.—Gen. 22:9-19. 
Passing the Test. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And the angel 
of the Lord called unto him out of 
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham 
... I know that thou fearest God, see- 
ing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only ‘son from me.” Obedience to 
God pays big dividends. The happiness 
of Abraham after the ‘test surpassed 
anything he had ever known before. 
God became gleriously and supremely 
precious. It took that experience to 
enable Abraham to have the commenda- 
tion of the Most High. Obey God; it’s 
worth all it costs. Pray for a great 
Bible-reading and Bible-heeding re- 
vival. 


Sun., May 12.—Psa. 105:7-15. 
Give Thanks to God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O give 


thanks unto the Lord; call upon his 


name: make known his deeds among 
the people” (v. 1). 
givings of Christ and His apostles. 
They are your best examples of grat- 
itude. Always preface prayers with y 
praise and thanksgivings. Be it ever > 
your intention, habit, and exercise. 
Real Christians bless God for His 
merciful loving-kindness. It reaches 
to Heaven and endures forever. Be 
a really thankful Christian. Pray for 
a keener appreciation of the mercies 
of God to your soul. 


Note the thanks- 7? 































